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Week Ending Friday, January 31, 1992 


Remarks at the Annual Convention 
of the National Religious 
Broadcasters 


January 27, 1992 


Thank you for that wonderfully warm wel- 
come. And to President Dave Clark, may I 
thank you, sir; Brandt Gustavson, the execu- 
tive director. And let me salute your leader- 
ship of the NRB. I understand that former 
Secretary Dole was to be here; I don’t know 
that she is. I know FCC Chairman Sykes is. 
And I see, of course, two good, respected 
friends, Jim Dobson and Billy Graham. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this marks the fifth 
time that I’ve had the honor of addressing 
the annual convention of the National Reli- 
gious Broadcasters. A year ago we met in the 
first week of a struggle to protect what is 
right and true. And I came before you to 
talk of what was not a Christian or Jewish 
war, not a Moslem war. It was a just war. 
And in the Persian Gulf we fought for good 
versus evil. It was that clear to me: right ver- 
sus wrong, dignity against oppression. And 
America stood fast so that liberty could stand 
tall. 

And today I want to thank you for helping 
America, as Christ ordained, to be “a light 
unto the world.” Your support honored the 
finest soldiers, the finest sailors, marines, air- 
men, and coastguardsmen that any nation has 
ever known. And what they did in war, let 
us now do in peace. Just as our forces fought 
to defend all of what is best about America, 
we need you to help instill the traditional val- 
ues that make life and liberty worth defend- 
ing. 

Let me begin with some good news for 
modern man. According to Gallup, the Gal- 
lup surveys, no society is more religious than 
the United States of America. Seven in ten 
Americans believe in life after death; 8 in 
10, that God works miracles. Nine in ten 
Americans pray. And more than 90 percent 


believe in God, to which I say, thank God. 
I wish it were 100 percent. 

Now, I know this is an election year. And 
I don’t know about Damascus, but this pri- 
mary season we're seeing a lot of conversions 
on the road to New Hampshire. [Laughter] 
But I don’t want this to be a partisan speech, 
and I appreciated so much a David Clark 
said about values. I want to speak of the val- 
ues that I know you all believe in, values 
which sustain America, values that are always 
in fashion. 

The first value is not simply American but 
universal. And I refer to the sanctity of life. 
I will stand on the side of choosing life. 

And next comes a value which gives each 
life meaning: The self-reliance central to the 
dignity of work. Go to the barrios of San An- 
tonio or the suburbs of St. Paul, and there 
you will find people who ask for only what 
our forefathers had: The same opportunity 
which helped us brave independence, push 
back the wilderness, win two World Wars, 
and create the highest standard of living in 
the history of man. The Bible reminds us: 
“By thy works shall ye know them.” What 
we must do is give working Americans that 
level playing field to keep us as rich in goods 
as we have been blessed in spirit. 

Tomorrow, I’m giving a speech. [Laugh- 
ter] The State of the Union Address will de- 
tail how we can nurture creativity as old as 
1776, harness it to the needs of a new Amer- 
ican century. Remember, to this day the only 
footsteps on the Moon are American foot- 
steps. The only flag on the Moon is the Stars 
and Stripes. The knowledge that put it there 
is stamped “made in the U.S.A.” 

And yes, the world looks to us to lead, and 
lead we will. Americans can outwork, 
outproduce, outcompete any nation in the 
world. And we must do all we can to further 
that end. And I will do my level-best. And 
I need your help. 

The next value I speak of must be forever 
cast in stone. I speak of decency, the moral 
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courage to say what is right and condemn 
what is wrong. And we need a Nation closer 
to “The Waltons” than “The Simpsons”— 
[laughter|—an America that rejects the inci- 
vility, the tide of incivility, and the tide of 
intolerance. We see this tide in the naked 
epithet and in the code words that play to 
our worst prejudices. We see it when people 
ridicule religion and religious leaders, like 
the group which desecrated communion 
hosts on the steps of St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 
We see this tide of incivility and intolerance 
in bigotry, in discrimination, and anti-Semi- 
tism. 

Have they no decency? Have they no 
honor? Have they no respect for the rights 
of others? I will continue to speak out against 
these apostles of hate who poison our kids’ 
minds and debase their souls. There is no 
place, whatever our views, there is no place 
in America for religious prejudice, for anti- 
Semitism, or racial prejudice. 

This, then, brings me to a fourth value cru- 
cial to America: The belief in the family, the 


foundation of our strength. Take my kids, for 
example. Having helped put them through 
college, I remember receiving letters from 


them. Barbara does, too. And there would 
always be a P.S. at the bottom. It was those 
three words that said so much about the 
bond between parents at home and kids at 
school: “Please send money.” [Laughter] 

But this one is true. The other day I was 
visited by the leaders of the National League 
of Cities, mayors from big cities and small, 
liberal and conservative, Republican and 
Democrat. And they were unanimous in their 
view that the major underlying problem in 
our cities is the decline of the American fam- 
ily. And they are right; too often, family is 
under siege. Each one of us, parents, preach- 
ers, politicians, and teachers, must do our 
part to defend it. I do not want one single 
action that I take as President to weaken the 
American family. And I want to strengthen 
it in every way that I can. Every law that 
is passed should guard against weakening the 
family. 

And that is why I insisted that the child 
care bill that I signed in 1990 allow parents, 
not bureaucrats, to decide how to care for 
their children. I refused to see the option 
of a religious-based child care restricted or 
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eliminated. Our national education strat- 
egy—we call it America 2000, and it is an 
exciting program—helps the family by en- 
hancing parental involvement in education, 
insisting that choice include both private and 
public schools. I do not believe it is unconsti- 
tutional for schoolkids to have the same 
choice that I got under the GI bill or that 
college kids now get under the Pell grant or 
that ex-servicemen now get under the Mont- 
gomery bill. 

Last week, I announced another policy to 
strengthen the family, expanding the pre- 
school program to serve all those 4-year-olds 
who are eligible, the largest funding increase 
in the history of project Head Start. And 
when this is enacted, we will be much closer 
to achieving one of our six national edu- 
cational goals, that every schoolchild should 
start school ready to learn. 

And finally, families will stay together only 
if drugs do not drive them apart. Winning 
the war on drugs means waging war on 
crime. Now, we’ve made the commitment. 
And altogether, the new Federal budget that 
I'll introduce 2 days from now will increase 
— to combat crime by $1.2 billion, to 
a total of almost $16 billion. Now that’s near- 
ly 60 percent higher than when I took office 
in 1989. 

My new budget will provide a half a billion 
dollars for an initiative that we call Weed and 
Seed. Not enthralled with the name, but lis- 
ten to what it does. [Laughter] Today, our 
very able Attorney General, Bill Barr, point 
man in this new operation, is spelling out all 
its details. But let me say this much right 
now. Weed and Seed works this way. First, 
we join Federal, State, and local forces to 
weed out the gang leaders, the violent crimi- 
nals, the drug dealers who plague our neigh- 
borhoods. And when we break their deadly 
grip, we follow up with part two: We seed 
those neighborhoods with expanded edu- 
cational opportunities, job training, health 
care, and other social services. But the key 
to the “seed” concept will be jobs-generating 
initiatives such as enterprise zones to give 
people who call these neighborhoods home 
something to hope for. 

There is more to do to win the final victory 
in our war on drugs. We are making progress; 
we are winning. Over the past 4 years, mari- 
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juana, crack, and cocaine use has definitively 
declined. And what’s more, today kids aged 
9 to 12 are the most antidrug group in Amer- 
ica. The highest at-risk group remains 13- to 
17-year-olds. But last year, for the first time, 
13-year-olds mirrored the behavior of 
preteenagers. 

Drugs affect a multitude of issues. They 
contribute to AIDS; they contribute to 
homelessness, shattering families and fu- 
tures, hopes and dreams. And that’s why, lit- 
erally, we should thank God for the drug use 
decline. The drop in use doesn’t just prove 
we were right in our assault on substance 
use, it shows how we can achieve drugs’ un- 
conditional surrender. 

We will triumph through tough enforce- 
ment and through education, increasing 
awareness of the damage drugs do. And in 
that spirit, let us resolve to treat the victims 
of AIDS and drug abuse with compassion 
and caring. Let us redouble our efforts to 
help with treatment and with education. That 
will help eliminate the risks involved. 

Over the last 4 years, more kids talked 
about drugs with their parents and teachers. 
Another reason for drug use decline has been 
America’s print and electronic media, the 
major source of drug information and the pri- 
mary influencer on drug use, especially 
among the young. Together, they have 
helped reawaken America’s conscience 
which, in turn, inspires America’s greatness. 

Later today I will unveil our fourth na- 
tional drug control strategy to build on these 
beginnings. It will say no to drugs. It will 
say yes to life. But it cannot just be done 
by the Government. To stop drug use will 
require caring and community—above all, 
abundant love. 

Let me tell you, remind you, for some of 
you, tell you others a story. Once, a great 
First Lady, Pat Nixon, toured a medical cen- 
ter. And she stopped to embrace a little girl 
that was blinded by rubella. And for a few 
minutes, she talked to the girl and held her 
close. And then later, someone told her that 
the child was deaf as well as blind. And Pat 
answered that she had known that. “But she 
knows what love is,” Mrs. Nixon said. “She 
can feel love.” 

America’s love is conveyed in many ways. 
In what we oppose, injustice and tyranny. In 
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what we support, the inalienable rights that 
include the freedom to think and dream and 
worship and, yes, vote as we please. To pre- 
serve our liberty, America once deposed a 
king, fought a great Civil War, and five times 
in this century sent Americans into major 
battle. 

And yet, freedom is not ours alone; it is 
our most treasured export. If you doubt free- 
dom’s victory, look to the Persian Gulf. Look 
to the former Soviet Union, where those 
once oppressed crowd reopened churches 
and synagogues. Look to Eastern Europe, 
where Christmas carols warm the bright win- 
ter chill. It is written, “In the beginning was 
the Word.” Here is the word for 1992: Today, 
the times are on the side of peace because 
the world, increasingly, is on the side of God. 

I remember an early trip to the Soviet 
Union by our friend Billy Graham. He came 
back, and he reported that faith in God was 
very much alive in Russia. And some hard- 
liners ridiculed him. Some even thought he 
shouldn’t go. Today, we see that he clearly 
was right. 

This brings me, then, to the ultimate value 
that sustains America and the values I have 
already cited: A belief in prayer. Obviously, 
no country can claim a special place in God's 
heart. Yet we are better as a people because 
He has a special place in ours. 

I once asked one of my grandkids how he 
felt about prayer. And he said, “Just try get- 
ting through a math test without it.” [Laugh- 
ter] In Sunday school children learn that God 
is everywhere, but in public school they find 
that He’s absent from class. And I continue 
to believe, as do the overwhelming majority 
of Americans, in the right to non- 
denominational voluntary school prayer. 

The values I have spoken of remind us of 
the truth that comes on one’s knees. And I 
believe with all my heart that one cannot 
have this job, cannot be America’s President, 
without a belief in God, without a belief in 
prayer. 

The poet Walt Whitman once asked what 
made America America, and he replied sim- 
ply, “Its religion. Otherwise there is no real 
and permanent grandeur.” Let that be our 
essence as a people and our message as a 
Nation. 
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Thank you for this occasion. And may God 
bless this most wondrous land on Earth, the 
United States of America. Thank you very, 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. at 
the Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his re- 
marks, he referred to James Dobson, clinical 
psychologist and president of Focus on the 
Family, and evangelist Billy Graham. 


Appointment of Les T. Csorba as a 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Associate Director of Presidential 
Personnel for National Security 


Affairs 


January 27, 1992 


The President has announced his intention 
to appoint Les T. Csorba to be Special Assist- 
ant to the President and Associate Director 
of Presidential Personnel for National Secu- 
rity Affairs. He would succeed Jose E. Mar- 
tinez. 

Since 1989, Mr. Csorba has served as-Act- 
ing Associate Director of Boards and Com- 
missions in the Office of Presidential Person- 
nel, the National Security Deputy Associate 
Director of Boards and Commissions, and 
Special Assistant in the Office of Special 
Placement and Administration in the Office 
of Presidential Personnel. In 1989, he served 
as deputy to the Special Assistant to the 
President for Public Liaison. In addition, he 
served on the transition staff in the Office 
of the President-Elect in 1988; on the na- 
tional voter coalitions staff during George 
Bush for President, 1988; and as a member 
of the Bush/Quayle ’88 National Youth Steer- 
ing Committee, 1988. 


The son of 1956 Hungarian refugees, Mr. 
Csorba is a naturalized United States citizen. 
Mr. Csorba graduated from the University 
of California, Davis (B.A., 1985). A Sunday 
school teacher at the First Baptist Church 
of Alexandria, he is married, has one child, 
and resides in Alexandria, VA. 
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Remarks at a Drug Control Strategy 
Meeting 
January 27, 1992 


Thank you all very much. And let me sin- 
gle out those gentlemen with me: Governor 
Bob Martinez; Attorney General, Mr. Barr; 
Secretary Sullivan; and Secretary of Edu- 
cation Alexander. It’s a pleasure to be with 
all of you, and I’m especially happy to wel- 
come the Ambassadors of Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela, 
neighbors with whom we’re intensifying our 
cooperation in the fight against drugs. And 
ladies and gentlemen all, thank you. 


I’ve been briefed on what kind of a pres- 
tigious audience, an important group we have 
here with us today. All of us are here today 
to give you an update on America’s war 
against drug abuse. And first, let me say it 
is a real war. 


This isn’t a headline writer's hype of some 
sort. The poison of drug abuse and the vio- 
lence it breeds have left a trail of death and 
destruction in our cities. And anyone who 
lives in a big city knows of places close to 
home that look like war zones, with the 
neighborhoods burned and scarred, 
tyrannized by gangs, by drug gangs. Gang vi- 
olence is claiming the lives of kids who get 
caught up in drugs, and the drug gangs’ gun 
battles are even stealing the lives of innocent 
bystanders. 


We haven’t won this war yet, but I’m de- 
termined that we will. Everybody that is 
working the problem is determined that we 
will win this war. It is imperative that we 
put more resources into our fight. Accord- 
ingly, I’m asking the Congress for fiscal ’93 
to provide $12.7 billion to wage this war on 
drugs. If Congress approves my request, 
funding for the war against drugs will have 
increased by 93 percent to nearly double the 
level of just 3 years ago when I took office. 

We start by taking our Federal dollars to 
the front lines. More than one quarter of our 
proposed Federal budget for drug control, 
more money than ever before, will go to as- 
sist State and local government in their drug 
control programs. Treatment and prevention 
programs, working to reduce the demand for 
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drugs, would receive over $4.1 billion dollars 
in 1993. We will expand programs to help 
high-risk groups like adolescents and preg- 
nant women. We'll increase emergency 
grants for drug-free schools and communities 
by 100 percent. And we'll increase by 15 per- 
cent the Federal funding for community 
partnership grants in the fight against drugs. 
Community partnership grants help good 
neighbors like the volunteers who brought 
about the demolition of more than 800 crack 
houses in Miami. And we’re continuing the 
excellent HUD drug elimination program 
where we've increased annual funding from 
$8.2 million to 165 million since ’89. This 
HUD program has helped such citizens as 
the men and women of Chicago’s Cabrini- 
Green housing project in their efforts to get 
those drug gangs out of their buildings. 

As President, I am determined that our 
Federal authorities offer all the support that 
they possibly can to the communities that 
make this full commitment. You have my 
word: I will demand an equal commitment 
from the Congress. No American, young or 
old or in-between, should have to live in fear. 

We've made real progress in this fight 
against drug abuse, drug use. Between ’88 
and "91, current overall drug use dropped by 
13 percent, while among adolescents drug 
use dropped by 27 percent. Cocaine use tells 
the same story. While current use of this 
deadly drug among the general population 
decreased by 35 percent, 35, among teen- 
agers it dropped by 63 percent. 

Now, think about that last one, that last 
statistic. Compared with 4 years ago, almost 
two-thirds fewer of our kids are falling for 
the temptation of cocaine. Our young people 
are getting the message. Millions and mil- 
lions more of our kids are listening to good 
advice and saving themselves from the lives 
of addiction and misery. Of course, one life 
sacrificed to the demons of drugs or drug 
abuse violence is one too many. Saving those 
lives has got to be everyone’s mission, from 
Federal officials to county prosecutors and 
cops on the beat. 

We cannot gain total victory without the 
strength and the resolve and the dedication 
of countless volunteers. Every time an indi- 
vidual parent or teacher or clergyman moti- 
vates a young person to say no to drug abuse, 
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we as a Nation move much closer to our goal. 
So let me say as clearly as I possibly can: 
Success in the drug war depends crucially 
on our churches and synagogues; our schools; 
our service clubs and young people’s organi- 
zations; and most important, American fami- 
lies, strengthened by the virtues and bonds 
of love and honor and just plain strength. 
American families, that’s the key. 

Before I turn the program over to Gov- 
ernor Martinez, who's doing a superb job in 
this field, let me mention again something 
that we announced last week, namely that 
he and I will be meeting next month with 
the Presidents of Colombia, Bolivia, Peru, 
Venezuela, and Ecuador and Mexico. This 
will be the second regional drug summit. We 
must work more effectively than ever with 
these nations in fighting the spread of drugs. 
And I'll drive home the message that there 
are no half measures. 

I will also convince those world leaders, 
leaders of those countries that we are tackling 
the demand side of the equation. I remem- 
ber Cartagena, and I remember there was 
some doubt on the parts of those Presidents 
as to what we were doing at home on the 
demand side. I think now we have a good 
record with real progress to report to them. 
It makes a difference to how they can go 
about using their resources in their countries. 

Now I'd like to turn the podium over to 
Bob Martinez and the other briefers who are 
working so hard to win this drug war. And 
I really do thank each of you for your com- 
mitment and for your effort. I will single out 
just one group here, the Partnership against 
drugs, where we have this marvelous media 
effort going on now. It’s about $1 million a 
day being spent on pro bono advertising to 
get the message to the young people. And 
that is not Government; that is volunteers 
taking that message to the people of this 
country. 

And there are so many wonderful stories 
of that nature, and I know many of the pro- 
grams that work are represented by people 
right here. So I do thank you for your com- 
mitment and your effort, and let’s continue 
this fight until we can say, each one of us, 
that we have conquered the scourge of drug 
abuse. 
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Thank you very much for letting me pop 


in. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build- 
ing. In his remarks, he referred to Bob Mar- 
tinez, Director of the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy. 


Memorandum on Export-Import 
Bank Services for Latvia, Lithuania, 
and Estonia 


January 28, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-11 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Presidential Determination under 
Subsection 2(b)(2)(D)(i) of the Export- 
Import Bank Act of 1945, as Amended— 
Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia 


Pursuant to subsection 2(b)(2)(D)(i) of the 
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amend- 
ed (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(2)(D)(i)), I determine 
that it is in the national interest for the Ex- 
port-Import Bank of the United States to 
guarantee, insure, extend credit, and partici- 
pate in the extension of credit in connection 
with the purchase or lease of any product 
by, for use in, or for sale or lease to Latvia, 
Lithuania, and Estonia. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress and to 
publish it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Address Before a Joint Session of the 
Congress on the State of the Union 


January 28, 1992 


Mr. Speaker and Mr. President, distinguished 
Members of Congress, honored guests, and 
fellow citizens: 

Thank you very much for that warm recep- 
tion. You know, with the big buildup this ad- 
dress has had, I wanted to make sure it would 
be a big hit, but I couldn’t convince Barbara 
to deliver it for me. [Laughter] 
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I see the Speaker and the Vice President 
are laughing. They saw what I did in Japan, 
and they’re just happy they’re sitting behind 
me. [Laughter] 

I mean to speak tonight of big things, of 
big changes and the promises they hold, and 
of some big problems and how, together, we 
can solve them and move our country for- 
ward as the undisputed leader of the age. 

We gather tonight at a dramatic and deep- 
ly promising time in our history and in the 
history of man on Earth. For in the past 12 
months, the world has known changes of al- 
most Biblical proportions. And even now, 
months after the failed coup that doomed a 
failed system, I’m not sure we’ve absorbed 
the full impact, the full import of, what hap- 
pened. But communism died this year. 

Even as President, with the most fas- 
cinating possible vantage point, there were 
times when I was so busy managing progress 
and helping to lead change that I didn’t al- 
ways show the joy that was in my heart. But 
the biggest thing that has happened in the 
world in my life, in our lives, is this: By the 
grace of God, America won the cold war. 

I mean to speak this evening of the 
changes that can take place in our country, 
now that we can stop making the sacrifices 
we had to make when we had an avowed 
enemy that was a superpower. Now we can 
look homeward even more and move to set 
right what needs to be set right. 

I will speak of those things. But let me 
tell you something I’ve been thinking these 
i“ few months. It’s a kind of rollcall of 

onor. For the cold war didn’t end; it was 
won. And I think of those who won it, in 
places like Korea and Vietnam. And some 
of them didn’t come back. Back then they 
were heroes, but this year they were victors. 

The long rollcall, all the G.I. Joes and 
Janes, all the ones who fought faithfully for 
freedom, who hit the ground and sucked the 
dust and knew their share of horror. This may 
seem frivolous, and I don’t mean it so, but 
it’s moving to me how the world saw them. 
The world saw not only their special valor 
but their special style: their rambunctious, 
optimistic bravery, their do-or-die unity un- 
hampered by class or race or region. What 
a group we've put forth, for generations now, 
from the ones who wrote “Kilroy was here” 
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on the walls of the German stalags to those 
who left signs in the Iraqi desert that said, 
“I saw Elvis.” What a grcup of kids we’ve 
sent out into the world. 

And there’s another to be singled out, 
though it may seem inelegant, and I mean 
a mass of people called the American tax- 
payer. No one ever thinks to thank the peo- 
ple who pay a country’s bill or an alliance’s 
bill. But for half a century now, the American 
people have shouldered the burden and paid 
taxes that were higher than they would have 
been to support a defense that was bigger 
than it would have been if imperial com- 
munism had never existed. But it did; doesn’t 
anymore. And here’s a fact I wouldn’t mind 
the world acknowledging: The American tax- 
payer bore the brunt of the burden and de- 
serves a hunk of the glory. 

And so now, for the first time in 35 years, 
our strategic bombers stand down. No longer 
are they on ’round-the-clock alert. Tomorrow 
our children will go to school and study his- 
tory and how plants grow. And they won't 
have, as my children did, air raid drills in 
which they crawl under their desks and cover 
their heads in case of nuclear war. My grand- 
children don’t have to do that and won’t have 
the bad dreams children had once, in dec- 
ades past. There are still threats. But the 
long, drawn-out dread is over. 

A year ago tonight, I spoke to you at a 
moment of high peril. American forces had 
just unleashed Operation Desert Storm. And 
after 40 days in the desert skies and 4 days 
on the ground, the men and women of Amer- 
ica’s Armed Forces and our allies accom- 
plished the goals that I declared and that you 
endorsed: We liberated Kuwait. Soon after, 
the Arab world and Israel sat down to talk 
seriously and comprehensively about peace, 
an historic first. And soon after that, at 
Christmas, the last American hostages came 
home. Our policies were vindicated. 

Much good can come from the prudent 
use of power. And much good can come of 
this: A world once divided into two armed 
camps now recognizes one sole and pre- 
eminent power, the United States of Amer- 
ica. And they regard this with no dread. For 
the world trusts us with power, and the world 
is right. They trust us to be fair and re- 
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strained. They trust us to be on the side of 
decency. They trust us to do what’s right. 

I use those words advisedly. A few days 
after the war began, I received a telegram 
from Joanne Speicher, the wife of the first 
pilot killed in the Gulf, Lieutenant Com- 
mander Scott Speicher. Even in her grief, 
she wanted me to know that some day when 
her children were old enough, she would tell 
them “that their father went away to war be- 
cause it was the right thing to do.” And she 
said it all: It was the right thing to do. 

And we did it together. There were honest 
differences right here in this Chamber. But 
when the war began, you put partisanship 
aside, and we supported our troops. This is 
still a time for pride, but this is no time to 
boast. For problems face us, and we must 
stand together once again and solve them and 
not let our country down. 

Two years ago, I began planning cuts in 
military spending that reflected the changes 
of the new era. But now, this year, with impe- 
rial communism gone, that process can be 
accelerated. Tonight I can tell you of dra- 
matic changes in our strategic nuclear force. 
These are actions we are taking on our own 
because they are the right thing to do. After 
completing 20 planes for which we have 
begun procurement, we will shut down fur- 
ther production of the B-2 bombers. We will 
cancel the small ICBM program. We will 
cease production of new warheads for our 
sea-based ballistic missiles. We will stop all 
new production of the Peacekeeper missile. 
And we will not purchase any more advanced 
cruise missiles. 

This weekend I will meet at Camp David 
with Boris Yeltsin of the Russian Federation. 
I’ve informed President Yeltsin that if the 
Commonwealth, the former Soviet Union, 
will eliminate all land-based multiple-war- 
head ballistic missiles, I will do the following: 
We will eliminate all Peacekeeper missiles. 
We will reduce the number of warheads on 
Minuteman missiles to one and reduce the 
number of warheads on our sea-based mis- 
siles by about one-third. And we will convert 
a substantial portion of our strategic bombers 
to primarily conventional use. President 
Yeltsin’s early response has been very posi- 
tive, and I expect our talks at Camp David 
to be fruitful. 
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I want you to know that for half a century, 
American Presidents have longed to make 
such decisions and say such words. But even 
in the midst of at > Sense we must keep 
caution as a friend. For the world is still a 
dangerous place. Only the dead have seen 
the end of conflict. And though yesterday's 
challenges are behind us, tomorrow’s are 
being born. 

The Secretary of Defense recommended 
these cuts after consultation with the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. And I make them with con- 
fidence. But do not misunderstand me: The 
reductions I have approved will save us an 
additional $50 billion over the next 5 years. 
By 1997, we will have cut defense by 30 per- 
cent since I took office. These cuts are deep, 
and you must know my resolve: This deep, 
and no deeper. To do less would be insen- 
sible to progress, but to do more would be 
ignorant of history. We must not go back to 
the days of “the hollow army.” We cannot 
repeat the mistakes made twice in this cen- 
tury when armistice was followed by reckless- 
ness and defense was purged as if the world 
were permanently safe. 

I remind you this evening that I have asked 
for your support in funding a program to pro- 
tect our country from limited nuclear missile 
attack. We must have this protection because 
too many people in too many countries have 
access to nuclear arms. And I urge you again 
to pass the Strategic Defense Initiative, SDI. 

There are those who say that now we can 
turn away from the world, that we have no 
special role, no special place. But we are the 
United States of America, the leader of the 
West that has become the leader of the 
world. And as long as I am President, I will 
continue to lead in support of freedom every- 
where, not out of arrogance, not out of altru- 
ism, but for the safety and security of our 
children. This is a fact: Strength in the pur- 
suit of peace is no vice; isolationism in the 
pursuit of security is no virtue. 

And now to our troubles at home. They’re 
not all economic; the primary problem is our 
economy. There are some good signs. Infla- 
tion, that thief, is down. And interest rates 
are down. But unemployment is too high, 
some industries are in trouble, and growth 
is not what it should be. Let me tell you right 
from the start and right from the heart, I 
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know we're in hard times. But I know some- 
thing else: This will not stand. 

In this Chamber, in this Chamber we can 
bring the same courage and sense of com- 
mon purpose to the economy that we 
brought to Desert Storm. And we can defeat 
hard times together. I believe you'll help. 
One reason is that you’re patriots, and you 
want the best for your country. And I believe 
that in your hearts you want to put par- 
tisanship aside and get the job done because 
it’s the right thing to do. 

The power of America rests in a stirring 
but simple idea, that people will do great 
things if only you set them free. Well, we're 
going to set the economy free. For if this 
age of miracles and wonders has taught us 
anything, it’s that if we can change the world 
we can change America. We must encourage 
investment. We must make it easier for peo- 
ple to invest money and create new products, 
new industries, and new jobs. We must clear 
away the obstacles to growth: High taxes, 
high regulation, redtape, and yes, wasteful 
Government spending. 

None of this will happen with a snap of 
the fingers, but it will happen. And the test 
of a plan isn’t whether it’s called new or daz- 
zling. The American people aren’t impressed 
by gimmicks; they're smarter on this score 
than all of us in this room. The only test of 
a plan is: Is it sound, and will it work? 

We must have a short-term plan to address 
our immediate needs and heat up the econ- 
omy. And then we need a longer term plan 
to keep combustion going and to guarantee 
our place in the world economy. There are 
certain things that a President can do without 
Congress, and I’m going to do them. 

I have, this evening, asked major Cabinet 
departments and Federal agencies to insti- 
tute a 90-day moratorium on any new Fed- 
eral regulations that could hinder growth. In 
those 90 days, major departments and agen- 
cies will carry out a top-to-bottom review of 
all regulations, old and new, to stop the ones 
that will hurt growth and speed up those that 
will help growth. 

F ae for the untold number of hard- 
working, responsible American workers and 
business men and women who've been 
forced to go without needed bank loans, the 
banking credit crunch must end. I won't ne- 
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glect my responsibility for sound regulations 
that serve the public good, but regulatory 
overkill must be stopped. And I’ve instructed 
our Government regulators to stop it. 

I have directed Cabinet departments and 
Federal agencies to speed up progrowth ex- 
penditures as quickly as possible. This should 
put an extra $10 billion into the economy 
in the next 6 months. And our new transpor- 
tation bill provides more than $150 billion 
for construction and maintenance projects 
that are vital to our growth and well-being. 
And that means jobs building roads, jobs 
building bridges, and jobs building railways. 

And I have, this evening, directed the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to change the Federal 
tax withholding tables. With this change, mil- 
lions of Americans from whom the Govern- 
ment withholds more than necessary can now 
choose to have the Government withhold less 
from their paychecks. Something tells me a 
number of taxpayers may take us up on this 
one. This initiative could return about $25 
billion back into our economy over the next 
12 months, money people can use to help 
pay for clothing, college, or to get a new car. 
Finally, working with the Federal Reserve, 
we will continue to support monetary policy 
that keeps both interest rates and inflation 
down. 

Now, these are the things I can do. And 
now, Members of Congress, let me tell you 
what you can do for your country. You must 
pass the other elements of my plan to meet 
our economic needs. Everyone knows that 
investment spurs recovery. I am proposing 
this evening a change in the alternative mini- 
mum tax and the creation of a new 15-per- 
cent investment tax allowance. This will en- 
courage businesses to accelerate investment 
and bring people back to work. 

Real estate has led our economy out of 
almost all the tough times we’ve ever had. 
Once building starts, carpenters and plumb- 
ers work; people buy homes and take out 
mortgages. My plan would modify the passive 
loss rule for active real estate developers. 
And it would make it easier for pension plans 
to purchase real estate. For those Americans 
who dream of buying a first home but who 
can’t quite afford it, my plan would allow 
first-time homebuyers to withdraw savings 
from IRA’s without penalty and provide a 
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$5,000 tax credit for the first purchase of that 
home. 

And finally, my immediate plan calls on 
Congress to give crucial help to people who 
own a home, to everyone who has a business 
or a farm or a single investment. This time, 
at this hour, I cannot take no for an answer. 
You must cut the capital gains tax on the peo- 
ple of our country. Never has an issue been 
more demagogued by its opponents. But the 
demagogs are wrong. They are wrong, and 
they know it. Sixty percent of the people who 
benefit from lower capital gains have in- 
comes under $50,000. A cut in the capital 
gains tax increases jobs and helps just about 
everyone in our country. And so, I’m asking 
you to cut the capital gains tax to a maximum 
of 15.4 percent. 

And I'll tell you, those of you who say, “Oh, 
no, someone who’s comfortable may benefit 
from that,” you kind of remind me of the 
old definition of the Puritan who couldn't 
sleep at night, worrying that somehow, some- 
one somewhere was out having a good time. 
[Laughter] The opponents of this measure 
and those who have authored various so- 
called soak-the-rich bills that are floating 
around this Chamber should be reminded of 
something: When they aim at the big guy, 
they usually hit the little guy. And maybe it’s 
time that stopped. 

This, then, is my short-term plan. Your 
part, Members of Congress, requires enact- 
ment of these commonsense proposals that 
will have a strong effect on the economy 
without breaking the budget agreement and 
without raising tax rates. 

While my plan is being passed and kicking 
in, we’ve got to care for those in trouble 
today. I have provided for up to $4.4 billion 
in my budget to extend Federal unemploy- 
ment benefits. And I ask for congressional 
action right away. And I thank the commit- 
tee. Well, at last. 

And let’s be frank. Let’s be frank. Let me 
level with you. I know and you know that 
my plan is unveiled in a political season. 
[Laughter] I know and you know that every- 
thing I propose will be viewed by some in 
merely partisan terms. But I ask you to know 
what is in my heart. And my aim is to increase 
our Nation’s good. I’m doing what I think 
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is right, and I am proposing what I know 
will help. 

I “i myself that I’m a prudent man, and 
I believe that patience is a virtue. But I un- 
derstand that politics is, for some, a game 
and that sometimes the game is to stop all 
progress and then decry the lack of improve- 
ment. [Laughter] But let me tell you: Far 
more important than my political future and 
far more important than yours is the well- 
being of our country. Members of this Cham- 
ber are practical people, and I know me 
won't resent some practical advice. When 
people put their party’s fortunes, whatever 
the party, whatever side of this aisle, before 
the public good, they court defeat not only 
for their country but for themselves. And 
they will certainly deserve it. 

I submit my plan tomorrow, and I’m ask- 
ing you to pass it by March 20th. And I ask 
the American people to let you know they 
want this action by March 20th. From the 
day after that, if it must be, the battle is 
joined. And you know, when principle is at 
stake I relish a good, fair fight. 

I said my plan has two parts, and it does. 
And it’s the second part that is the heart of 
the matter. For it’s not enough to get an im- 
mediate burst. We need long-term improve- 
ment in our economic position. We all know 
that the key to our economic future is to en- 
sure that America continues as an economic 
leader of the world. We have that in our 
power. Here, then, is my long-term plan to 
guarantee our future. 

First, trade: We will work to break down 
the walls that stop world trade. We will work 
to open markets everywhere. And in our 
major trade negotiations, I will continue 
pushing to eliminate tariffs and subsidies that 
damage America’s farmers and workers. And 
we'll get more good American jobs within our 
own hemisphere through the North Amer- 
ican free trade agreement and through the 
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative. 

But changes are here, and more are com- 
ing. The workplace of the future will demand 
more highly skilled workers than ever, more 
people who are computer-literate, highly 
educated. We must be the world’s leader in 
education. And we must revolutionize Ameri- 
ca’s schools. My America 2000 strategy will 
help us reach that goal. My plan will give 
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parents more choice, give teachers more 
flexibility, and help communities create new 
American schools. Thirty States across the 
Nation have established America 2000 pro- 
grams. Hundreds of cities and towns have 
joined in. Now Congress must join this great 
movement: Pass my proposals for new Amer- 
ican schools. 

That was my second long-term proposal, 
and here’s my third: We must make com- 
monsense investments that will help us com- 
pete, long-term, in the marketplace. We 
must encourage research and development. 
My plan is to make the R&D tax credit per- 
manent and to provide record levels of sup- 
port, over $76 billion this year alone, for peo- 
ple who will explore the promise of emerging 
technologies. 

Fourth, we must do something about 
crime and drugs. It is time for a major, re- 
newed investment in fighting violent street 
crime. It saps our strength and hurts our faith 
in our society and in our future together. 
Surely a tired woman on her way to work 
at 6 in the morning on a subway deserves 
the right to get there safely. And surely it’s 
true that everyone who changes his or her 
life because of crime, from those afraid to 
go out at night to those afraid to walk in the 
= they Py for, surely these people have 

een denied a basic civil right. 

It is time to restore it. Congress, pass my 
comprehensive crime bill. It is tough on 
criminals and supportive of police, and it has 
been languishing in these hallowed halls for 
years now. Pass it. Help your country. 

And fifth, I ask you tonight to fund our 
HOPE housing proposal and to pass my en- 
terprise zone legislation which will get busi- 
nesses into the inner city. We must empower 
the poor with the pride that comes from own- 
ing a home, getting a job, becoming a part 
of things. My plan would encourage real es- 
tate construction by extending tax incentives 
for mortgage revenue bonds and low-income 
housing. And ] ask tonight for record expend- 
itures for the program that helps children 
born into want move into excellence, Head 
Start. 

Step six, we must reform our health care 
system. For this, too, bears on whether or 
not we can compete in the world. American 
health costs have been exploding. This year 
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America will spend over $800 billion on 
health, and that is expected to grow to 1.6 
trillion by the end of the decade. We simply 
cannot afford this. The cost of health care 
shows up not only in your family budget but 
in the price of everything we buy and every- 
thing we sell. When health coverage for a 
fellow on an assembly line costs thousands 
of dollars, the cost goes into the products 
he makes, and you pay the bill. 

We must make a choice. Now, some pre- 
tend we can have it both ways. They call it 
“play or pay,” but that expensive approach 
is unstable. It will mean higher taxes, fewer 
jobs, and eventually a system under complete 
Government control. 

Really, there are only two options. And we 
can move toward a nationalized system, a sys- 
tem which will restrict patient choice in pick- 
ing a doctor and force the Government to 
ration services arbitrarily. And what we'll get 
is patients in long lines, indifferent service, 
and a huge new tax burden. Or we can re- 
form our own private health care system, 
which still gives us, for all its flaws, the best 
quality health care in the world. 

Well, let’s build on our strengths. My plan 
provides insurance security for all Americans 
while preserving and increasing the idea of 
choice. We make basic health insurance af- 
fordable for all low-income people not now 
covered, and we do it by providing a health 
insurance tax credit of up to $3,750 for each 
low-income family. And the middle class gets 
help, too. And by reforming the health insur- 
ance market, my plan assures that Americans 
will have access to basic health insurance 
even if they change jobs or develop serious 
health problems. We must bring costs under 
control, preserve quality, preserve choice, 
and reduce the people’s nagging daily worry 
about health insurance. My plan, the details 
of which I’ll announce very shortly, does just 
that. 

And seventh, we must get the Federal def- 
icit under control. We now have, in law, en- 
forceable spending caps and a requirement 
that we pay for. the programs we create. 
There are those in Congress who would ease 
that discipline now. But I cannot let them 
do it, and I won't. 

My plan would freeze all domestic discre- 
tionary budget authority, which means no 
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more next year than this year. I will not tam- 
per with Social Security, but I would put real 
caps on the growth of uncontrolled spending. 
And I would also freeze Federal domestic 
Government employment. And with the help 
of Congress, my plan will get rid of 246 pro- 
grams that don’t deserve Federal iealleg 
Some of them have noble titles, but none 
of them is indispensable. We can get rid of 
each and every one of them. 

You know, it’s time we rediscovered a 
home truth the American people have never 
forgotten: This Government is too big and 
spends too much. And I call upon Congress 
to adopt a measure that will help put an end 
to the annual ritual of filling the budget with 
pork-barrel appropriations. Every year, the 
press has a field day making fun of out- 
rageous examples: A Lawrence Welk mu- 
seum, research grants for Belgian endive. We 
all know how these things get into the budg- 
et, and maybe you need someone to help you 
say no. I know how to say it, and I know 
what I need to make it stick. Give me the 
same thing 43 Governors have, the line-item 
veto, and let me help you control spending. 

We must put an end to unfinanced Federal 
Government mandates. These are the re- 
quirements Congress puts on our cities, 
counties, and States without supplying the 
money. If Congress passes a mandate, it 
should be forced to pay for it and balance 
the cost with savings elsewhere. After all, a 
mandate just increases someone else’s bur- 
den, and that means higher taxes at the State 
and local level. 

Step eight, Congress should enact the bold 
reform proposals that are still awaiting con- 
gressional action: Bank reform, civil justice 
reform, tort reform, and my national energy 
strategy. 

And finally, we must strengthen the family 
because it is the family that has the greatest 
bearing on our future. When Barbara holds 
an AIDS baby in her arms and reads to chil- 
dren, she’s saying to every person in this 
country: Family matters. 

And I am announcing tonight a new Com- 
mission on America’s Urban Families. I’ve 
asked Missouri's Governor John Ashcroft to 
be Chairman, former Dallas Mayor Annette 
Strauss to be Cochair. You know, I had may- 
ors, the leading mayors from the League of 
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Cities, in the other day at the White House, 
and they told me something striking. They 
said that every one of them, Republican or 
Democrat, agreed on one thing, that the 
major cause of the problems of the cities is 
the dissolution of the family. They asked for 
this Commission, and they were right to ask 
because it’s time to determine what we can 
do to keep families together, strong and 
sound. 

There’s one thing we can do right away: 
Ease the burden of rearing a child. I ask you 
tonight to raise the personal exemption by 
$500 per child for every family. For a family 
with four kids, that’s an increase of $2,000. 
This is a good start in the right direction, 
and it’s what we can afford. 

It’s time to allow families to deduct the 
interest they pay on student loans. I am ask- 
ing you to do just that. And I’m asking you 
to allow people to use money from their 
IRA’s to pay medical and education expenses, 
all without penalties. 

And I’m asking for more. Ask American 
parents what they dislike about how things 
are going in our country, and chances are 
good that pretty soon they'll get to welfare. 
Americans are the most generous people on 
Earth. But we have to go back to the insight 
of Franklin Roosevelt who, when he spoke 
of what became the welfare program, warned 
that it must not become “a narcotic” and a 
“subtle destroyer” of the spirit. Welfare was 
never meant to be a lifestyle. It was never 
meant to be a habit. It was never supposed 
to be passed from generation to generation 
like a legacy. It’s time to replace the assump- 
tions of the welfare state and help reform 
the welfare system. 

States throughout the country are begin- 
ning to operate with new assumptions that 
when able-bodied people receive Govern- 
ment assistance, they have responsibilities to 
the taxpayer: A responsibility to seek work, 
education, or job training; a responsibility to 
get their lives in order; a responsibility to 
hold their families together and refrain from 
having children out of wedlock; and a respon- 
sibility to obey the law. We are going to help 
this movement. Often, State reform requires 
waiving certain Federal regulations. I will act 
to make that process easier and quicker for 
every State that asks for our help. 
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And I want to add, as we make these 
changes, we work together to improve this 
system, that our intention is not scapegoating 
or finger-pointing. If you read the papers and 
watch TV, you know there’s been a rise these 
days in a certain kind of ugliness: racist com- 
ments, anti-Semitism, an increased sense of 
division. Really, this is not us. This is not who 
we are. And this is not acceptable. 

And so, you have my plan for America. 
And I’m asking for big things, but I believe 
in my heart you'll do what’s right. 

And you know, it’s kind of an American 
tradition to show a certain skepticism toward 
our democratic institutions. I myself have 
sometimes thought the aging process could 
be delayed if it had to make its way through 
Congress. [Laughter] You will deliberate, 
and you will discuss, and that is fine. But, 
my friends, the people cannot wait. They 
need help now. 

And there’s a mood among us. People are 
worried. There’s been talk of decline. Some- 
one even said our workers are lazy and 
uninspired. And I thought: Really? You go 
tell Neil Armstrong standing on the moon. 
Tell the men and women who put him there. 
Tell the American farmer who feeds his 
country and the world. Tell the men and 
women of Desert Storm. 

Moods come and go, but greatness en- 
dures. Ours does. And maybe for a moment 
it’s good to remember what, in the dailiness 
of our lives, we forget: We are still and ever 
the freest nation on Earth, the kindest nation 
on Earth, the strongest nation on Earth. And 
we have always risen to the occasion. And 
we are going to lift this Nation out of hard 
times inch by inch and day by day, and those 
who would stop us had better step aside. Be- 
cause I look at hard times, and I make this 
vow: This will not stand. 

And so, we move on together, a rising na- 
tion, the once and future miracle that is still, 
this night, the hope of the world. Thank you. 
God bless you, and God bless our beloved 
country. Thank you very. very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:07 p.m. in 
the House Chamber of the Capitol. The ad- 
dress was broadcast live on nationwide radio 
and television. 
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Message on the Observance of 
National African-American (Black) 
History Month, February 1992 


anuary 29, 1992 
ry 


“When I found I had crossed that line, I 
looked at my hands to see if I was the same 
person. There was such a glory over every- 
thing.” With these words, Harriet Tubman 
described her escape from slavery during the 
mid-19th century. The glory of which she 
spoke was nothing less than freedom—and 
the promise of better days to come. 

Although African-American history begins 
long before the days of Harriet Tubman, who 
helped to lead thousands of her fellow Blacks 
out of slavery during the Civil War, it is filled 
with similar accounts of faith, courage, and 
triumph in the epic struggle for liberty and 
justice. This month, through special pro- 
grams and activities across the country, we 
honor the many African Americans who have 
helped to uphold our Nation’s declaration 
“that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
Just as all Americans should study the words 
and deeds of our Founding Fathers, so 
should all Americans learn about the Black 
leaders who have helped to make the prom- 
ise of freedom a reality. 

The men and women whom we remember 
this month will long inspire others. In addi- 
tion to honoring individuals such as Rosa 
Parks and other heroes of the civil rights 
movement, we also recall pioneers like 
George Washington Carver, who made im- 
portant discoveries in agriculture, and Ben- 
jamin Banneker, who served as one of the 
architects of Washington, D.C., our Nation’s 
Capital. We remember outstanding Black 
American artists, including legendary singers 
and musicians such as Marian Anderson, 
Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie. Others, 
we remember for their devoted service to our 
country: from military heroes such as the 
Tuskeegee Airmen to remarkable inter- 
national civil servants like Ralph Bunche. 
The stories of these individuals, together with 
many other accounts, make up the rich fabric 
of African-American history. 
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That history, of course, continues to unfold 
each day, and I am heartened to know that 
many parents and teachers will be using this 
occasion to challenge and to inspire young 
people. With the past as their guide, Black 
youth can make their future bright, as they 
weave their own strands in the rich tapestry 
of African-American history. 


George Bush 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the 1992 National Drug 
Control Strategy 


January 29, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit today for the con- 
sideration of the Congress and the American 
people the 1992 National Drug Control 
Strategy, in accordance with section 1005 of 
the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988 (Public 
Law 100-690; 21 U.S.C. 1504). 

This is the Fourth National Drug Control 
Strategy, and it lays out a comprehensive 
plan for Federal drug control activities for 
Fiscal Year 1993 and beyond. The principal 
goal remains unchanged from the previous 
three strategies: to reduce the level of illegal 
drug use in America. 

We are fighting a two-front war against 
drugs. The first front is against casual drug 
use, and I am pleased to report that signifi- 
cant progress is being made here, particularly 
among our Nation’s youth. Casual drug use 
is still too high, however, and this Strategy 
rightly continues to stress efforts to reduce 
it. The second front, against hard-core drug 
use, poses a more difficult challenge. 
Progress here is slower. There are still too 
many neighborhoods, families, and individ- 
uals who suffer the consequences of drug use 
and drug-related crime. To address this prob- 
lem, the Strategy proposes a variety of care- 
fully targeted and intensified efforts. I urge 
the Congress to expedite their enactment. 

The war on drugs is vital to our country’s 
economy, international competitiveness, and 
security. Previous Strategies have enjoyed bi- 
partisan political and funding support in the 
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Congress. I ask for your continued support 
in this critical endeavor. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
January 29, 1992. 


Appointment of Daniel B. McGroarty 
as g ecial Assistant to the President 
and Deputy Director of 
Speechwriting 

January 29, 1992 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Daniel B. McGroarty as Special 
Assistant to the President and Deputy Direc- 
tor of Speechwriting. 

Mr. McGroarty has served as speechwriter 
to the President since 1989 and Deputy Di- 
rector of Speechwriting since 1991. Prior to 
coming to the White House, he held the posi- 
tions of senior speechwriter to Secretary of 
Defense Frank C. Carlucci III, speechwriter 
to Secretary of Defense Caspar W. Wein- 
berger, and editorial writer at the Voice of 
America. 

Mr. McGroarty graduated from Kenyon 
College (B.A., 1979) and is currently a Ph.D. 
candidate at Boston College. He was born 
August 23, 1957, in Cleveland, OH. He re- 
sides with his wife and two children in An- 
nandale, VA. 


Remarks at the National Prayer 
Breakfast 


January 30, 1992 


Thank you, Senator Heflin, for such a love- 
ly introduction. To Dan and Marilyn, the 
Vice and Mrs. Quayle; to the members of 
my Cabinet here; to the Members of Con- 
gress, all, so many here in faith; to General 
Powell; especially to our host Ted Stevens; 
to our dear friend Billy Graham; and to all 
gathered. 

Let me first just say a special greeting to 
Prime Minister Ratu Mara of Fiji. This is not 
his first time here; I’m sure it won't be his 
last. But he’s an inspiration to all of us that 
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know him and consider him a friend, as I 
do. May I salute our other guests from over- 
seas. And though sometimes you might feel 
like it, we don’t consider you overseas, those 
who serve in the State legislatures, and we’re 
glad you all are here. [Laughter] 

Four principles, four ideas really, inspire 
America. And I think they’re all here this 
morning reflected in one way or another: 
Freedom, family, and faith, that Dan Quayle 
talked about, and to that I would add fellow- 
ship. So many people brought together by 
a pane spirit, the simple joy of praying to 
God. 

Slava, that was a tremendously moving 
story and one of the most dramatic moments 
in recent history. And if sound—you referred 
to sound—if sound has anything to do with 
entry into heaven, I believe you can choose 
the fluffiest, most generous cloud in the fir- 
mament up there when you get there. 
[Laughter] And thank you for your inspiring 
message. 

But I think you reminded us all of the pow- 
erful role that prayer has played in the un- 
precedented events of the past year. Since 
we last met, nations have been reshaped, and 
the lives have been restored throughout the 
land and throughout the entire world. And 
the force that unites them, as we've heard 
here today from the Vice President to Gen- 
eral Powell, is faith in God. The link they 
share is prayer. 

And when I last stood here, as Colin re- 
minded us, we were at war. Compelled by 
a deep need for God’s wisdom, we began 
to pray. And we prayed for God’s protection 
in what we undertook, for God’s love to fill 
hearts, and for God’s peace to be the moral 
North Star that guided us. Abraham Lincoln 
said, and we remember it, everyone in this 
room would remember it, “I’ve been driven 
many times to my knees by the overwhelm- 
ing conviction that I have nowhere else to 
go.” And in his example, we came together 
for a special National Day of Prayer. And 
Americans of every creed turned to our 
greatest power to bring us peace, “peace. . . 
which passeth all understanding.” And at the 
end of the war, we prayed as one during our 
National Days of Thanksgiving. 

Let us pray that as a people we will con- 
tinue to bring the power of prayer to bear 
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on all the challenges we confront. And let 
us pray that we will strengthen the values 
that this great land was founded on, that we 
will reverse any threat of moral decline, and 
that we will dedicate ourselves to the ethic 
of service, being what I call a Point of Light 
to someone else, someone in need. 

And in this work, we are not without inspi- 
ration. We need look no further than the 
handful of men who became heroes by their 
courage, their strength, and above all their 
faith—last of whom returned in December. 
I’m talking about our hostages. And in brutal- 
izing conditions, as we've heard this morning, 
they prayed together daily in what they called 
the “church of the locked door.” They 
unwove floor mats in order to make rosaries. 
These men, who every day lived the story 
of Job, treasured their first book, the Bible. 
When Terry Anderson was released, one of 
the first things he did was to thank strangers 
across the world who had prayed that he be 
set free. “Your prayers made a big dif- 
ference,” said this man who, imprisoned, had 
rediscovered the faith that sets and keeps 
men free. 

There’s another story from last year’s news 
that tells of the transformation of faith. While 
it's a story familiar to all of you, it’s intensely 
personal to Barbara and me and to others 
in this room. We lost a dear friend last 
March, Lee Atwater, a restless, fiercely driv- 
en, fun-loving good ol’ boy from South Caro- 
lina who rode life as hard and fast as he 
could. But he also lived a kind of miracle 
because his illness reintroduced him to 
something he’d put aside, his own faith. And 
in his last months, he worked intensely to 
come to grips with his faith. And through 
reading the Bible and through prayer, he 
learned that, as he put it, “What was missing 
in society was what was missing in me, a little 
heart and a lot of brotherhood.” 

He was so right. Prayer has a place not 
only in the life of every American but also 
in the life of our Nation, for we are truly 
one Nation under God. 

May God bless this very special gathering. 
For those of you who have come from over- 
seas, for those of you from across our land, 
for those of you right here in the Nation’s 
Capital, thank you for participating in this 
celebration of faith. 


Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. at 
the Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Senator Ted Stevens; evangelist 
Billy Graham; Prime Minister Kamisese 
Mara of Fiji; and National Symphony Or- 
chestra director Mstislav Rostropovich. 


Remarks to the Greater Philadelphia 
Chamber of Commerce 


January 30, 1992 


Thank you all very, very much for that wel- 

come back. Please be seated, and thank you. 
Please be seated. I don’t want to keep Boris 
Yeltsin waiting later on. [Laughter] Thank 
you, Joe. Senator Specter and Joan, laboring 
in the vineyards of the city council here, 
we're delighted to be with you. And coming 
up with us from Washington were two of our 
great Congressmen from this area, Larry 
Coughlin and Kurt Weldon, over here. 

And may I, too, salute the mayor. I asked 
Joe earlier on how was it going, realizing that, 
as in Washington, things have been tough, 
and across the country in many ways. But 
I said, knowing a little bit about history in 
Philadelphia, I asked this question, “How’s 
the mayor doing?” And Joe and everybody 
else I’ve spoken to has said he’s really hit 
the ground in a wonderful way, going for- 
ward, bringing out the best in this city. So, 
I want to salute Ed Rendell and his wife, 
Midge. 

Joe Paquette, who introduced me, is the 
chairman of the Greater Philadelphia Cham- 
ber. That was a very enthusiastic presentation 
he made about how things were going, so 
much so that maybe he can make a little loan 
to those of us in Washington, DC, who can- 
not have quite that optimistic a report. 
[Laughter] But I like that can-do spirit of 
this chamber, and I’m grateful to Charlie, to 
Charlie Pizzi, and to Joe and all the rest of 
you that have put together this opportunity 
for me, all of you at the chamber. 

And so, thank you very much. I am happy 
to be here in Philadelphia. As you can imag- 
ine, these last few weeks in Washington have 
been pretty high pressure, high pressure time 
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for me, what with all the experts and the in- 
stant analysis and the columnists giving unso- 
licited advice. Thank goodness the Super 
Bowl is over. [Laughter] 

I am very pleased to be here, particularly 

ee to be here today because American 

usinesses, as represented by this group 
gathered here, have a unique perspective on 
the tough times we’ve been going through 
recently. And as businessmen and business- 
women, you can separate the sensational 
from the sensible, the sweet-sounding quick 
fixes from real solutions. When it comes to 
America’s economy, we can’t accept empty 
symbols and slogans. We need to work to- 
gether—that’s what I like, what Joe was say- 
ing about the way the mayor and you all are 
approaching it in this city—we’ve got to work 
together nationally and turn this economy 
around. 

Tuesday night, I came before the Amer- 
ican people to outline a program for doing 
just that. And we all know this is an election 
year. The air back in Washington has been 
thick with feel-good gimmicks that have 
nothing to do with true prosperity and every- 
thing to do with politics. We need to get 
down to business, literally. In the critical 
weeks ahead, common sense must replace 
gga And I came here to ask for your 

elp. 

the plan that I put before Congress and 
the American people contained several ac- 
tion steps. And one of the most critical was 
this, to a up American businesses by clear- 
ing away the obstacles to growth: High taxes, 
overregulation, and Government deficits. 
And I’ve offered the only comprehensive 
plan that doesn’t raise taxes, doesn’t throw 
away the spending discipline now in place 
on the Congress, these spending caps, and 
doesn’t cut defense beyond what’s necessary 
for this country’s security. But let me tell you 
the three words that really separate my plan 
from what I think of the rest of them: “It 
will work.” Those three, “it will work.” 

Each of us has a role to play, so I am mov- 
ing forward with steps I can take right now. 
You may remember I divided that State of 
the Union Message into steps I can take, 
short-term areas where we need legislation 
and then a longer-term program. Right now, 
I have instructed every Cabinet department 
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to speed up progrowth expenditures. And we 
estimate that will be as much as $10 billion 
worth in the next 6 months. We don’t have 
to go to Congress to get them to do that; 
we just accelerate the spending plans to try 
to give this economy an extra kick. 

I directed the Secretary of the Treasury 
to change the Federal tax tables so that mil- 
lions of Americans can choose to have the 
Government withhold less from their pay- 
checks. Now, that’s a large number. That 
could pump as much as $25 billion into the 
economy this year alone. That is money in 
the pockets of working men and women to 
help pay for clothing or to help save for col- 
lege or to help buy a new car. And after all, 
it is their money. And there has been this 
schedule where really there has been 
overwithholding. And this I think will give, 
for those who elect to do it—if everyone 
elected to do it, it would be $25 billion, and 
I think that will give the economy a jolt. 

I have asked Cabinet departments and 
Federal agencies to institute a 90-day mora- 
torium on new Federal regulations that could 
hinder growth. We'll undertake a top-to-bot- 
tom review in the fields of energy, the envi- 
ronment, transportation, exports, financial 
services, and communications, among others. 
Here’s the test: We will accelerate any regu- 
lations that encourage growth and the cre- 
ation of jobs. And whenever possible, we will 
scrap those that tie the hands of business and 
impede growth. I know that I have regulatory 
responsibilities affecting safety in the work- 
place, for example, health, environmental 
protection. And I will not neglect those re- 
sponsibilities. 

But you know as well as anyone how Gov- 
ernment, sometimes with the best of inten- 
tions, can hobble innovation and risk-taking, 
the lifeblood of a successful business. Gov- 
ernment naturally tends to expand ever out- 
ward, its redtape oblivious to anything stand- 
ing in its path. It touches everyone. Every 
regulation that reduces efficiency slaps a hid- 
den tax on the consumer as well. From the 
tab on a bag of groceries at the checkout line 
to the sticker price on the showroom floor, 
every American takes a hit when the Govern- 
ment overregulates. 

American businessmen and women need 
this freedom to experiment, to compete with- 
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out looking over their shoulders for Washing- 
ton’s approval. Small businesses and those 
just starting up feel the sting of overregula- 
tion most of all. Yet these businesses drive 
America forward. They create most of our 
new jobs. They reinvigorate our commu- 
nities. They embody the power of the Amer- 
ican dream. I make this pledge: We will set 
America’s dreamers and doers free and put 
an end to this regulatory overkill. 

In some of this area I will need the help 
of the Congress, and I promise I will take 
the message as strongly as I can to the Con- 
gress in this regard. Even now, an untold 
number of hard-working, responsible men 
and women go without needed bank loans 
for starting up a new business or for investing 
more in an existing one. We've got to ease 
the credit crunch and give these people a 
chance. That’s why we’ve given the bank reg- 
ulators more than 30 policy changes and 
clarifications to restore common sense and 
balance to the regulatory system. 

I’ve mentioned this before, but in regula- 
tion, again, we have a responsibility. We 
don’t want to go back to what is known as 
forbearance, where we neglect the soundness 
that is required. But there is regulatory over- 
kill. The people are afraid, I think, in some 
instances in the financial community because 
of the excesses of regulation. And we're going 
to try very hard to achieve a better balance. 

Now, I’ve mentioned some of the things 
that I can do, and there’s a few more. But 
Tuesday night I told Congress, directly chal- 
lenged it, told it directly what it must do. 
And I started with the obvious: No invest- 
ment, no new jobs. Congress must reward 
investment and stop punishing success. 

For 3 years now, I have asked the Con- 
gress to lower the capital gains tax. And for 
3 years, that essential growth measure has 
been pilloried and onl i as a windfall for 
the rich. Now, you and I know that claim 
for what it is: it’s nonsense. Sixty percent, 
sixty percent of the people who benefit from 
lower capital gains have incomes under 
$50,000. A windfall for the rich? By freeing 
up investment, a cut in the capital gains tax 
creates new jobs for those looking for work 
and better jobs for those who want to move 
up. A lower capital gains tax helps anyone 
who owns a small business or a farm, anyone 
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who owns a home, anyone who has a single 
investment. We're talking about helping 
every working man and woman and every re- 
tired person in this country. 

We don’t have time now for any more of 
this demagoguery on this question. Let me 
remind you, in Japan the effective capital 
gains tax rate comes to about one percent; 
Germany doesn’t tax long-term capital gains 
at all. To create jobs, to restore a vibrant 
economy for all Americans, Congress must 
lower the capital gains tax. And it must lower 
the capital gains tax now, 15.4 percent. 

With a few simple steps, taken right now, 
Congress can help get the housing industry— 
builders, investors, buyers, and sellers—back 
on its feet. To those young families who want 
to buy their first home but can’t quite afford 
it, I say this: We can help put your dream 
within reach, and we will. I have offered a 
plan to allow first-time homebuyers to with- 
draw savings from IRA’s without penalty and 
to provide a $5,000 tax credit for the first 
purchase of a home. 

I might say parenthetically that Senator 
Specter, your Senator, has been in the fore- 
front of fighting for the change on how IRA’s 
are treated. He understands what this can 
mean in terms of stimulating the economy 
and helping the homeowner. 

And I have asked Congress to mark the 
calendar. They must put this recovery plan 
in place by March 20. Yesterday, right 
after—the State of the Union was the night 
before, and yesterday morning, I went up to 
the Congress. And I met with the leaders 
of both the House and the Senate up on Cap- 
itol Hill, and I urged them to meet this time- 
table. I set the deadline because of a simple 
fact: The American people want action. They 
deserve action. Our States are working over- 
time; so are thousands of communities across 
the country. They’re tightening their belts, 
aggressively facing the future. And every day, 
individual Americans are working hard to get 
this economy back on its feet, and it’s time 
for Congress to do the same thing. It can 
be done in that timeframe. 

What troubles me is if we let it drag on, 
it’s going to get really caught up in the rough 
and tumble of 1992 national politics. People 
are crying out for help now, and the Congress 
can move. We’ve seen them do it on a wide 
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array of legislative initiatives, and they can 
do it on these stimulative tax changes. So, 
I ask every Member of Congress—and please 
tell them the same thing—to set aside now 
partisanship for just 51 days and give this 
plan a chance. Get the plan, put it to work. 

Immediate growth, as I mentioned at the 
outset, is just one part of the picture, one 
part of our program. We've got to look even 
further ahead to ensure that when the Amer- 
ican economy regains its strength, and inevi- 
tably it will, it stays strong. 

We start by opening markets to American 
goods. In our trade negotiations, we will con- 
tinue to push for open trade, pulling down 
the barriers that stand in the way of inter- 
national competition. 

To guarantee that American goods and 
services are the world’s finest, we must guar- 
antee America’s preeminence in another 
field, in the field of education. Our America 
2000 strategy will revolutionize education in 
this country, will create new American 
schools, places where our kids will learn the 
lessons a need for a new century. And it 
will allow parents to choose their children’s 
schools. Choice means competition, and you 
understand as well as anyone what comes 
from competition. Competition inspires in- 
novation and creativity. It inspires excellence. 
And that’s why we are going to push for our 
program, we're going to push for school 
choice. 

As I look at education and the fact that 
we are not where we should be in world 
standing, it isn’t a question of a change here 
and there. It isn’t a question of adding to 
programs that have failed, programs man- 
dated in Washington. It is a question, lit- 
erally, of revolutionizing. And that’s what we 
tried to do when we set the education goals, 
working with Republican and Democrat 
Governors. That’s what we're trying to do 
with Lamar Alexander in the lead for us, our 
Secretary of Education, as we take this Amer- 
ica 2000 program all across the country. We 
need your help. It is the best possible invest- 
ment for the future of this country. 

Now, we need a healthy America, and that 
means reforming health care. I think every- 
one would agree we cannot afford our 
present system. But we've reached a fork in 
the road. We can either go the way of greater 
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Government mandates, leading inevitably to 
a state system of nationalized care, with the 
long lines and indifferent service that such 
a system creates. Or we can reform our pri- 
vate system, preserving the greatest possible 
patient choice, maintaining the quality of 
care which, for all its faults, is still the best 
in the entire world. That’s the approach I 
outlined in a rather broad detail Tuesday 
night, and that’s the approach that I will take 
when we announce the full detail of our plan 
next week. 

We've proposed another reform, one that 
is crucial to creating jobs. America has be- 
come the most litigious society on Earth. 
Frivolous lawsuits are exhausting our ability 
to compete. If we were as good at rewarding 
success as we are at suing each other, we 
would be a century ahead of the rest of the 
world. Lawsuit madness gums everything up. 
Needed new products never reach the mar- 
ketplace because of concerns over liability. 
In many areas, businesses are forced either 
to drive prices into the stratosphere or lit- 
erally close shop. 

My Competitiveness Council that’s 
chaired by the Vice President, Vice President 
Quayle, has offered 50 concrete rec- 
ommendations to restore sanity to our civil 
justice system. I’ve enacted some of these 
recommendations by Executive order. Oth- 
ers, however, require Congress to act. And 
with all respect, there are 62 lawyers in the 
United States Senate, a lot of lawyers up 
there on Capitol Hill. I realize that might 
present a problem, but it also presents an 
opportunity. And I'd like to see them move 
forward now with these changes to cap some 
of these outrageous areas of unlimited liabil- 
ity. It’s driving our small businesses right flat 
into the ground and costing American work- 
ers jobs. 

And finally, I can use Congress’ help in 
another all-important area. We must get the 
Federal deficit under control. Now, let’s face 
the facts: The Government in Washington is 
too big, and it spends too much. I have pro- 
pee a freeze on all domestic discretionary 

udget authority as well as a freeze on Fed- 
eral domestic Government employment. And 
I have asked Congress to get rid of 246 fed- 
erally funded programs. Now, some of them 
have very noble titles. But in these times, 
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none of them is indispensable. And I’m going 
to call on Congress to get rid of them. I think 
we're talking about something like $4 billion 
in this regard. 

For too long, Congress has been violating 
an important principle of good government: 
Do no harm. It’s been imposing its own hab- 
its on State and local governments, and the 
taxpayer ends up, as you may all know, by 
footing the bill. These unfinanced Federal 
Government mandates, as they’re called, re- 
quire the cities, require the States to provide 
new services or institute new programs, but 
the Congress doesn’t provide the money to 
pay for them. That means the local govern- 
ments must pass along Congress’ wish list to 
the taxpayer in the form of higher taxes at 
the local level. 

Now, the National Governors’ Association, 
made up, obviously, of Republicans and 
Democrats, continually urge the Congress to 
stop these mandates which are killing innova- 
tion, killing savings at the State and local 
level. From now on, if Congress passes a 
mandate, it shouldn’t pass the buck. Con- 
gress must pay for the mandates it imposes 
without heaping on new taxes. 

I’ve spared you some of the detail. But 
taken together, these and other steps that 
I’ve outlined will, in my view, reinvigorate 
our economy, give it the boost that it needs 
now, and ensure that it continues to provide 
opportunity and create jobs for all who want 
to partake. That is the promise America 
makes to her citizens. They have a right to 
expect no less. 

Almost two centuries ago, Philadelphia’s 
merchants gathered together at the city tav- 
ern to form this Chamber of Commerce. 
They looked out on a Nation almost limitless 
in possibility. A special kind of faith brought 
them here, that if they worked hard and 
worked together, their young country would 

allow them to fulfill their dreams. 

America has changed dramatically in those 
200 years. And yet, the essentials remain. 
The pessimists are wrong; the pessimists are 
wrong. We are going to pull out of these 
tough times. Inflation is wi inventories 
are down. The market has been expressing 
optimism in the future. Interest rates are 
down. This is no time for gloom and doom. 
It is time for action in Washington to restore 
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confidence and get this economy moving 
again. 

And here’s where you come in. We need 
your help. You can affect the way Congress 
approaches this program that I have outlined 
in some detail. We need your help. And with 
your help, we’ll get that action, and we will 
reaffirm our country’s rightful place as the 
world’s leader for this decade and for the 
next century. 

Thank you all very, very much for this op- 
portunity. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:11 p.m. at 
the Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel in Phila- 
delphia, PA. In his remarks, he referred to 
Joan Specter, Philadelphia city council- 
woman, and Charles P. Pizzi, president of the 
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. 


Meeting With Japanese Prime 
Minister Miyazawa in New York City 


January 30, 1992 


The President. This gives me a chance, 
with our friends in the press here, to tell you 
how much I appreciate your hospitality. 

The Prime Minister. Let me tell, Mr 
President, to all the audience that we will 
deliver all we promised to you. 

The President. I never doubted 

The Prime Minister. I make it very, very 
clear to the audience. 

The President. I never doubted it. 

The Prime Minister. There will be no 
misunderstanding about 

The President. Let me make clear that 
that was never a doubt in my mind. And sec- 
ondly, I’m very grateful for the many mani- 
festations of friendship and hospitality. And 
you, yourself, just went out of your way on 
a very personal basis. 

The Prime Minister. Oh, yes. 

The President. So, it’s most appropriate 
that we see you when you first get off this 
airplane. But I don’t want to take too much 
time. 

The Prime Minister. You are very kind, 
very kind. 

The President. They'll be leaving us very 
soon now and—({laughter]—and we can talk. 
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[At this point, the President and the Prime 
Minister held a private meeting, after which 
they again spoke to the press. | 


The President. | might say, with the Japa- 
nese journalists here, that I had a chance to 
tell the Prime Minister when he arrived here 
how grateful the United States is for the 
progress that we made on this visit and how 
grateful I am personally to this Prime Min- 
ister and to everybody in Japan for their hos- 
pitality. The concern when I had that very, 
very brief illness, but the concern from the 
people there and the members of your Gov- 
ernment, Members of the Diet, I will never 
forget it. It was very, very thoughtful. And 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the 
people of Japan because, on the business side 
and the personal side, we could not have 
been treated with more dignity and more 
care and more friendship. 


The Prime Minister. I am very much 
honored to hear from you, Mr. President. 
And the Japanese people were really de- 
‘lighted to have you and Mrs. Bush in Tokyo. 
And unfortunately, just a slight illness, but 
that perhaps brought you and Mrs. Bush 
closer to the Japanese, naturally. 


This reminded me of when President Ford 
came to Japan. And he inspected the parade, 
his pants were all too short. [Laughter] And 
it was on the TV, and that really made him 
very familiar to Japanese TV watchers. 


The President. I remember that. And 
please tell His Majesty how much we appre- 
ciate the hospitality for me. 


The Prime Minister. I will, sir. 


The President. But here you are, and 
thank you for what you said here. But I 
meant to—I never—this got all out of pro- 
portion, and I think we’re in good shape. And 
I mean it. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:50 p.m. at 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Jan. 30 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Remarks to the United Nations 
Security Council in New York City 


January 31, 1992 


Thank you, Mr. President, for your key 
role in convening this first-ever summit of 
the United Nations Security Council. 


Fellow members and Mr. Secretary-Gen- 
eral, congratulations to you, sir, as you take 
office at this time of tremendous challenge 
and opportunity. And for the United States, 
it’s a high honor to participate, to speak at 
this history-making event. 


We meet at a moment of new beginnings 
for this institution and, really, for every mem- 
ber nation. And for most of its history, the 
United Nations was caught in a cold-war 
crossfire. And I think back to my days here 
in the early seventies as a Permanent Rep- 
resentative, of the way then polemics dis- 
placed peacekeeping. And long before I 
came on the scene and long after I left, the 
U.N. was all too often paralyzed by cruel ide- 
ological divisions and the struggle to contain 
Soviet expansion. And today, all that’s 
changed. And the collapse of imperial com- 
munism and the end of the cold war breathe 
new life into the United Nations. 


It was just one year ago that the world 
saw this new, invigorated United Nations in 
action as this Council stood fast against ag- 
gression and stood for the sacred principles 
enshrined in the U.N. Charter. And now it’s 
time to step forward again, make the internal 
reforms, accelerate the revitalization, accept 
the responsibilities necessary for a vigorous 
and effective United Nations. I want to as- 
sure the members of this Council and the 
Secretary-General, the United Nations can 
count on our full support in this task. 


Today, for these brief remarks, I'll talk not 
on the economic and social agenda so elo- 
quently addressed by President Borja, but 
rather I’ll mention the proliferation of mass 
destruction, regional conflicts, destabilizing 
renegade regimes that are on the horizon, 
terrorism, human rights. They all require our 
immediate attention. 
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The world also challenges us to strengthen 
and sustain positive change. And we must ad- 
vance the momentous movement toward de- 
mocracy and freedom—democratization I 
believe Boutros Ghali called this, our distin- 
guished Secretary-General—and expand the 
circle of nations committed to human rights 
and the rule of law. It’s an exciting oppor- 
tunity for our United Nations, and we must 
not allow it to slip away. 

Right now, across the globe, the U.N. is 
working night and day in the cause of peace. 
And never before in its four decades has the 
U.N.’s Blue Helmets and Blue Berets been 
so engaged in the noble work of peacekeep- 
ing, even to the extent of building the foun- 
dation for free elections. And never before 
has the United Nations been so ready and 
so compelled to step up to the task of peace- 
making, both to resolve hot wars and to con- 
duct that forward-looking mission known as 
preventive diplomacy. 

We must be practical as well as principled 
as we seek to free people from the specter 
of conflict. We recognize every nation’s obli- 
gation to invest in peace. As conflicts are re- 
solved and violence subsides, then the insti- 
tutions of free societies can take hold. And 
as they do, they become our strongest safe- 
guards against aggression and tyranny. 

Democracy, human rights, the rule of law, 
these are the building blocks of peace and 
freedom. And in the lives of millions of men 
and women around the world its import is 
simple. It can mean the difference between 
war and peace, healing and hatred, and 
where there is fear and despair, it really can 
mean hope. 

We look to the Secretary-General to 
present to this Council his recommendations 
to ensure effective and efficient peacekeep- 
ing, peacemaking, and preventive diplomacy. 
And we look forward to exploring these ideas 
together. 

We have witnessed change of enormous 
breadth and scope, all in but a few short 
years. A remarkable revolution has swept 
away the old regimes from Managua to Mos- 
cow. But everywhere, free government and 
the institutions that give it form will take time 
to flourish and mature. 

Free elections give democracy a foothold, 
but true democracy means more than simply 
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the rule of the majority. It means an irrev- 
ocable commitment to democratic principles. 
It means equal rights for minorities. And 
above all, it means the sanctity of even a sin- 
gle individual against the unjust power of the 
state. 

The will of the majority must never degen- 
erate into the whim of majority. This fun- 
damental principle transcends all borders. 
Human dignity, the inalienable rights of man, 
these are not the possessions of the state. 
They're universal. In Asia, in Africa, in Eu- 
rope, in the Americas, the United Nations 
must stand with those who seek greater free- 
dom and democracy. And that is my deep 
belief; that is the belief of the American peo- 
ple. And it’s the belief that breathes life into 
the great principle of the universal dec- 
laration of human rights. 

Our changed world is a more hopeful 
world, indeed, but it is not absent those who 
would turn back the clock to the darker days 
of threats and bullying. And our world is still 
a dangerous world, rife with far too many 
terrible weapons. 

In my first address here to the United Na- 
tions as President, I challenged the Soviet 
Union to eliminate chemical weapons and 
called on every nation to join us in this cru- 
sade, His Majesty King Hassan of Morocco, 
making this point so well right here today. 
What greater cause for this great body, to 
make certain the world has seen the last of 
these terrible weapons. And so, let us vow 
to make this year the year all nations at long 
last join to ban this scourge. 

There is much more to do regarding weap- 
ons of mass destruction. Just 3 days ago, in 
my State of the Union Message here, I an- 
nounced the steps, far-reaching, unilateral 
steps, that we will take to reduce our nuclear 
arsenal. And these steps affect each element 
in our strategic triad, the land, the sea, and 
the air. 

In addition to these unilateral steps, we 
are prepared to move forward on mutual 
arms reduction. I noted his constructive com- 
ments here today, and tomorrow, in my 
meeting with President Yeltsin, we will con- 
tinue the search for common ground on this 
vitally important issue. He responded with 
some very serious proposals just the other 


day. 
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We welcome, the world welcomes, state- 
ments by several of the new States that won 
independence after the collapse of the 
U.S.S.R. that they will abide by the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. And yet, realism 
requires us to remain vigilant in this time 
of transition. 

The danger of proliferation remains. And 
again, let me single out the earlier remarks 
by the President of the French Republic, 
President Mitterrand, on this subject, the 
clarion call to do something about it. We 
must act together so that from this time for- 
ward, people involved in sophisticated weap- 
ons programs redirect their energies to 

eaceful endeavors. 

We'll do more in cooperation with our al- 
lies to ensure that dangerous materials and 
technology don’t fall into the hands of terror- 
ists or others. And we will continue to work 
with these new States to ensure a strong 
commitment in word and deed to all global 
nonproliferation standards. 

Today, the threat of global nuclear war is 
more distant than at any time in the nuclear 
era. Drawing down the old cold war arsenals 
will further ease that dread. But the specter 
of mass destruction remains all too real, espe- 
cially as some nations continue to push to 
acquire weapons of mass destruction and the 
means to deliver them. 

Our triumph in the Gulf is testament to 
the U.N.’s mission. Its security is a shared 
responsibility. Today, this institution spear- 
heads a quarantine against the outlaw regime 
of Saddam Hussein. It is the strong belief 
of my country that we must keep sanctions 
in place and take the following steps to pre- 
serve Our common security: We must con- 
tinue to focus on Iraq’s capability to build 
or maintain weapons of mass destruction. 
And we must make clear to the world and, 
most important, to the people of Iraq that 
no normalization is possible so long as Sad- 
dam Hussein remains there, remains in 
power. 

As on all of the urgent issues I’ve men- 
tioned today, progress comes from acting in 
concert, and we must deal resolutely with 
these renegade regimes, if necessary, by 
sanctions or stronger measures, to compel 
them to observe international standards of 
behavior. We will not be blind to the dangers 
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we still face. Terrorists and their state spon- 
sors must know there will be serious con- 
sequences if they violate international law. 

Two weeks ago, this Council, in unity, sent 
a very strong message to Libya. And let me 
repeat today Resolution 731, passed unani- 
mously by this body, by the Security Council, 
calls on Libya to comply fully with the re- 
quests of three States on this Council. And 
I would just like to use this meeting today 
to call on Libya to heed the call of the Secu- 
rity Council of the United Nations. 

Last year in the Gulf, in concert, we re- 
sponded to an attack on the sovereignty of 
one nation as an assault on the security of 
all. So, let us make it our mission to give 
this principle the greatest practical meaning 
in the conduct of nations. 

Today, we stand at another crossroads. 
Perhaps the first time since that hopeful mo- 
ment in San Francisco, we can look at our 
Charter as a living, breathing document. And 
yes, after so many years, it still may be in 
its infancy, requiring a careful and vigilant 
nurturing of its parents, but I believe in my 
heart that it is alive and well. 

Our mission is to make it strong and sturdy 
through increased dedication and coopera- 
tion, and I know that we are up to the chal- 
lenge. The nations represented here, like the 
larger community of the U.N. represented 
by so many Perm Reps here today, have it 
in their power to act for peace and freedom. 

So, may God bless the United Nations as 
it pursues its noble goal. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. in 
the Security Council Chamber at the United 
Nations. In his remarks, he referred to Prime 
Minister John Major of the United Kingdom, 
Acting President of the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council, and President Rodrigo Borja of 
Ecuador. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
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central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





January 25 


Volunteers of The Arc of Benton County, of 
Corvallis, OR 


January 27 


Volunteers of Community Friends of Addison 
County, of Middlebury, VT 


January 28 

James Joseph, of New Orleans, LA 

January 29 

Chris Vig, of Eau Claire, WI 

January 30 

Seniors Helping Others (SHO), of Kingston, RI 


January 31 
John and Donna Steer, of Charlotte, AR 





Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





January 27 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Republican congressional leaders; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady. 

The President selected the following indi- 
viduals to represent the United States at the 
48th session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission, January 27—March 6, in 
Geneva, Switzerland: 

Head of Delegation: 


John Kenneth Blackwell. Since 1991, Ambas- 
sador Blackwell has served as Chief Delegate 
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of the United States to the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission. In addition, he 
serves as a senior fellow at the Urban Morgan 
Institute for Human Rights at the University 
of Cincinnati, having served as mayor of Cin- 
cinnati. 


Alternate Heads of Delegation: 


Otto J. Reich. Currently Ambassador Reich 
serves as a partner and director with the Brock 
Group in Washington, DC, having served as 
U.S. Ambassador to Venezuela. 

Ambassador Morris Abram. Currently Ambas- 
sador Abram serves as the U.S. Representative 
to the European office of the United Nations 
in Geneva, Switzerland. He has served as a 
former chairman of the National Conference 
on Soviet Jewry and Vice Chairman of the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights. 


Public Delegates: 


John F. Burgess. Currently Mr. Burgess serves 
as associate vice president for alumni relations 
of Georgetown University in Washington, DC. 

Michael L. Davis. Currently Mr. Davis serves 
as president of Metropolitan Immigration Cen- 
ters of America, Inc., in Los Angeles, CA. 

Clyde Collins Snow. Currently Dr. Snow serves 
as a consultant in forensic anthropology and as 
a member of the graduate faculty and an ad- 
junct professor of anthropology at the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma. He also serves as an adjunct 
professor of forensic sciences at Central State 
University in Edmond, OK. 


January 28 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Republican Members of Congress; 

—Cabinet members. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to the U.S. Capitol, where the 
President attended a reception hosted by the 
congressional leadership in the Speaker's 
Conference Room prior to his address to a 
joint session of the Congress. 

The White House announced that Presi- 
dent Bush will travel to Orlando, FL, on Feb- 
ruary 4 to address the annual convention of 
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the National Grocers Association at the Or- 
ange County Convention Center. 


January 29 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—congressional leaders. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the Commission for the Preservation 
of America’s Heritage Abroad: 


Warren L. Miller, of the District of Columbia, 
for a term expiring February 27, 1992, succeed- 
ing A. Morgan Mason; and an additional term 
expiring February 27, 1995, as a reappointment. 
Currently Mr. Miller serves as Of Counsel with 
the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw & McClay 
in Washington, DC. 


Gary J. Lavine, of New York, for a term expiring 
February 27, 1992, succeeding Dalia Debennis 
Bobelis; and an additional term expiring Feb- 
ruary 27, 1995, as a reappointment. Currently 
Mr. Lavine serves as senior vice president and 
general counsel for the Niagara Power Corp. 
in Syracuse, NY. 

Levi Goldberger, of New York, for a term expir- 
ing July 13, 1992, and an additional term expir- 
ing July 13, 1995. These are reappointments. 
Since 1966, Mr. Goldberger has served as a 
field underwriter for Mutual of New York. 


Edgar Gluck, of New York, for a term expiring 
June 24, 1992, and an additional term expiring 
June 24, 1995. These are reappointments. Cur- 
rently Mr. Gluck serves as a special assistant 
to the superintendent for community affairs for 
the New York State Police in New York, NY. 

Abraham Friedlander, of New York, for a term 
expiring June 24, 1992, and an additional term 
expiring June 24, 1995. These are 
reappointments. Currently Rabbi Friedlander 
serves as rabbi of the Congregation Ateres Tzvi 
in Brooklyn, NY. 


Chaskel Besser, of New York, for a term expiring 
August 9, 1992, and an additional term expiring 
August 9, 1995. These are reappointments. 
Currently Rabbi Besser serves as rabbi of the 
Congregation B’nai Israel in New York, NY. 
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January 30 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Philadelphia, PA, and in the 
afternoon they traveled to New York City 
where the President met at the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel with: 

—President Rodrigo Borja of Ecuador; 

—Prime Minister Carlos Veiga of Cape 

Verde; 

—Chancellor Franz Vranitzky of Austria; 

—Prime Minister Wilfried Martens of Bel- 

gium; 

—King Hassan II of Morocco. 

In the evening, the President had a work- 
ing dinner with Prime Minister John Major 
of the United Kingdom at the Hotel. 

The President transmitted to the Congress 
the fourth biennial report of the Interagency 
Arctic Research Policy Committee (February 
1, 1990, to January 31, 1992). 


January 31 

In the morning, the President met at the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel with: 

—President Carlos Andrés Pérez of Ven- 

ezuela; 

—Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao of 

India; 

—President 

France. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a luncheon at the United Nations and a ses- 
sion of the U.N. Security Council. 

In the evening, the President met with 
Premier Li Peng of China at the United Na- 
tions. Following the meeting, the President 
and Mrs. Bush returned to Washington, DC, 
where they attended the Republican Na- 
tional Committee winter meeting at the Cap- 
ital Hilton Hotel. 

The President appointed the following in- 
dividuals to be members of the Advisory 
Committee on the Arts for the John F. Ken- 
nedy Center for the Performing Arts: 


Francois Mitterrand of 


Michael R. Farley, of Arizona. He would suc- 
ceed Leota Hays. Currently Mr. Farley serves 
as president of Farley & Associates in Tucson, 
AZ. 

Joan S. Bradley, of Nevada. She would succeed 
Lillian Nicolosi Nall. Since 1979 Ms. Bradley 


has served as a member of the board of trustees 
for KNPB-TV in Nevada. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted January 27 


Barbara Hackman Franklin, 
of Pennsylvania, to be Secretary of Com- 
merce. 


Edward E. Carnes, 

of Alabama, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit, vice Frank M. Johnson, Jr., 
retired. 


Sidney A. Fitzwater, 
of Texas, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 


Fifth Circuit, vice Thomas Gibbs Gee, re- 
tired. 


John G. Roberts, Jr., 


of Maryland, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit, vice Clarence 
Thomas, elevated. 


John A. Smietanka, 

of Michigan, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth Circuit, a new position created by Pub- 
lic Law 101-650, approved December 1, 
1990. 


Karen J. Williams, 

of South Carolina, to be U.S. Circuit Judge 
for the Fourth Circuit, vice Robert F. Chap- 
man, retired. 


Kenneth R. Carr, 

of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Western District of Texas, a new position 
created by Public Law 101-650, approved 
December 1, 1990. 


James W. Jackson, 

of Ohio, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Northern District of Ohio, vice Richard B. 
McQuade, Jr., resigned. 


Terral R. Smith, 
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Western District of Texas, a new position 
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created by Public Law 101-650, approved 
December 1, 1990. 


Jack W. Selden, 

of Alabama, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
Northern District of Alabama for the term 
of 4 years, vice Frank W. Donaldson, term 
expired. 


Shirley D. Peterson, 

of Maryland, to be Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, vice Fred T. Goldberg, Jr., re- 
signed. 


Fred T. Goldberg, Jr., 

of Missouri, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury, vice Kenneth W. Gideon, re- 
signed. 


The following named persons to be members 
of the Board of Directors of the State Justice 
Institute for terms expiring September 17, 
1994: 
David Brock, of New Hampshire, vice 
Clement Clay Torbert, Jr., term expired. 
Vivi L. Dilweg, of Wisconsin (reappoint- 
ment). 
Carlos R. Garza, of Texas, vice Daniel John 
Meador, term expired. 


The following named persons to be members 
of the Board of Regents of the Uniformed 
Services University of the Health Sciences 
for terms expiring June 20, 1997: 
John E. Connolly, of California, vice Sam 
A. Nixon, term expired. 
William D. Skelton, of Georgia, vice Mario 
Efrain Ramirez, resigned. 


Submitted January 30 


Andrew H. Card, Jr., 
of Massachusetts, to be Secretary of Trans- 
portation. 


Shirley Gray Adamovich, 

of New Hampshire, to be a member of the 
National Commission on Libraries and Infor- 
mation Science for a term expiring July 19, 
1996, vice Raymond J. Petersen, term ex- 
pired. 


John Agresto, 

of New Mexico, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on Educational Re- 
search and Improvement for a term expiring 
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September 30, 1992, vice Max Charles 
Graeber, term expired. 


Shirley Chilton-O’Dell, 

of California, to be a member of the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a 
term expiring September 25, 1994, vice Rich- 
ard H. Headlee, term expired. 


Hugh Hardy, 

of New York, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Arts for a term expiring Sep- 
tember 3, 1996, vice M. Ray Kingston, term 
expired. 


Wells B. McCurdy, 

of Washington, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Overseas Private Invest- 
ment Corporation for a term expiring De- 
cember 17, 1993, vice Evan Griffith Gal- 
braith, term expired. 


Ian M. Ross, 

of New Jersey, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Science Board, National Science 
Foundation, for a term expiring May 10, 
1998 (reappointment). 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary that are neither 
printed as items nor covered by entries in 
the Digest of Other White House Announce- 
ments. 





Released January 27 


Fact sheet: 
Highlights of the President’s Crime and 
Drug Control Budget for Fiscal Year 1993 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the war on drugs—by 
George Terwiliger, Acting Deputy Attorney 
General; Dr. James Mason, Assistant Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services; Frank 
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Kalder, Director of Budget and Legislative 
Affairs for the Office of National Drug Con- 
trol Policy; Terry Pell, Acting Chief of Staff 
for the Office of National Drug Control Pol- 
icy; and Dr. Lloyd Johnston, University of 
Michigan 


Released January 28 


White House statement: 
Highlights of the President’s Growth Agenda 


Fact sheet: 
The President’s State of the Union Address 


Released January 29 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the budget for fiscal year 
1993—by Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas 
F. Brady; Office of Management and Budget 
Director Richard G. Darman; and Chairman 
of the Council of Economic Advisers Dr. Mi- 


chael J. Boskin 


Fact sheet: 
The President’s Budget for FY 1993 


Released January 30 


Fact sheet: 

The President’s Plan for Reducing the Bur- 
dens of Regulation Through Administrative 
Action 


Released January 31 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the President'’s visit to the 
United Nations—by Secretary of State James 
A. Baker III 





Acts Approved 
by the President 
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were received by the Office of the Federal 
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issue. 
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